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FO761 Marian Fowler fonds

Summary information

Repository: York University Archives & Specia Collections (CTASC)
Title: Marian Fowler fonds
Reference code: FO761
Date: 1905-2020 (creation)

Physical description: 54 volumes

29.6 cm of textual records
342 photographs
9 cassettes
5 compact disks
1 object
1 painting

L anguage: English

Dates of creation, 2025/10/08. E.Thomas. Creation.
revision and deletion:

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Marian Fowler was a Canadian literary scholar and biographer best known for writing women'’s biographies.
Born Marian Little to Robert D. Little and Dorothy (née Maconachie) on October 15, 1929; she grew up in
Richmond Hill, Ontario. Fowler graduated from Trinity College, University of Toronto with a Honours B.A.
in English Literature in 1951. She would also later attend the University of Toronto to earn her M.A. (1965)
and PhD (1970). Between 1971-1983 she worked as a professor of English literature at Y ork University.
Fowler was the author of seven works of biography and social work, including Redney: A Life of Sarah
Jeannette Duncan which received the Canadian Biography Award in 1983, and In a Gilded Cage which was
short-listed for the Governor-General’s Award in 1993.

She married Rodney Fowler in 1953, and had two children together: Timothy and Caroline. They divorced in
1978.

Fowler died in Toronto on June 12, 2020.

Scope and content

Fonds consists of documents and books created and received by Marian Fowler over the course of her
activities as a scholar, author, parent, and individual. It includes personal diaries; travel and writing journas;
notes on life writing; unpublished poetry; persona photographs; television and radio interviews; published
books; correspondence, both professional and personal, including letters from her son, Tim Fowler; and the
poetry and autobiographical writing by Robert D. Little (Marian’ s father).
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Title notes
»  Sourceof title proper: Supplied

Restrictions on access

No restrictions on access.
Accruals

No further accruals are expected.
Other notes

. Publication status: Published
. L evel of detail: Full
e  Statusdescription: Final

Access points

e Textua material (documentary form)
e Graphic materia (documentary form)
*  Sound recordings (documentary form)
e Moving images (documentary form)

Series descriptions

Series S01162: Diaries and personal writing
Date: 1944-2020, predominantly 1944-2020 (creation)

Scope and content: Series consists of Marian Fowler’s personal diaries (1979-2020), travel journals, and
early diaries and personal poems and writing.

Physical description: 53 volumes
13 cm of textual materid

Language of the material:

e English

Access points:

*  Textua material (documentary form)

Publication status:
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Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.

FO761 Marian Fowler fonds
Published
File/item list
Reference code Title Dates Physical description
2021-025/001(01) | Item - Diary 1979 1 volume

2021-025/001(02) | Item - Diary 1980 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/001(03) | Item - Diary 1981 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/001(04) | Item - Diary 1982 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/001(05) | Item - Diary 1983 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/001(06) | Item - Diary 1984 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/001(07) | Item - Diary 1985 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/001(08) | Item - Diary 1986 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/001(09) | Item - Diary 1987 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/001(10) | Item - Diary 1988 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/001(11) | Item - Diary 1989 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/001(12) | Item - Diary 1990 1 volume

Scope and content:
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Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.

2021-025/001(13) | Item - Diary 1991 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/001(14) | Item - Diary 1992 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/002(01) | Item - Diary 1993 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/002(02) | Item - Diary 1994-1996 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/002(03) | Item - Diary 1997-1998 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/002(04) | Item - Diary 1998-1999 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/002(05) | Item - Diary May — December 1 volume
1999
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/002(06) | Item - Diary January — 1 volume
September 2000
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/002(07) | Item - Diary September 16 2000 1 volume
— December 31
2000
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/002(08) | Item - Diary 2001 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/002(09) | Item - Diary 2002 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/002(10) | Item - Diary 2003 1 volume

Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
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FO761 Marian Fowler fonds
2021-025/002(11) | Item - Diary 2004 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/002(12) | Item - Diary 2005 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/002(13) | Item - Diary 2006 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/002(14) | Item - Diary 2007 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/002(15) | Item - Diary 2008 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/002(16) | Item - Diary 2009 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/002(17) | Item - Diary 2010 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/003(01) | Item - Diary 2011 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/003(02) | Item - Diary 2012 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/003(03) | Item - Diary 2013 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/003(04) | Item - Diary 2014 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/003(05) | Item - Agenda 2014 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the daily agenda of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/003(06) | Item - Diary 2015 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/003(07) | Item - Agenda 2015 1 volume
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Scope and content:
Item consists of the daily agenda of Marian Fowler.

2021-025/003(08) | Item - Agenda 2016 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the daily agenda of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/003(09) | Item - Agenda 2017 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the daily agenda of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/003(10) | Item - Agenda 2018 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the daily agenda of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/003(11) | Item - Agenda 2019 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the daily agenda of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/003(12) | Item - Agenda 2020 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the daily agenda of Marian Fowler.
2021-025/003(13) Item - Common place book 1979-2000 1 volume

Scope and content:

Item consists of a common place book belonging to Marian Fowler; it includes a collection of notes,
thoughts, and entries.

2021-025/003(14)

Item - My Writing Life 1983, 2000-2003 1 volume

Scope and content:

Item consists of an early poetry book which later became alog of publishing conversations for Fowler's
writing career titled, “My Writing Life.”

2021-025/003(15)

Item - Journal of Writing Life 1993-1999 1 volume

Scope and content:
Item consists of notes and journal entries regarding Fowler’ s writing career.

2021-025/003(16) | Item - E-books [before 2012] 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of ajournal with notes on electronic rights and e-books.
2021-025/003(17) | Item - Miscellaneous book of poetry [194-7] 1 volume

Scope and content:

Item consists of a small book of poetry written by Fowler before her marriage, likely as ayoung girl or
teen. Includes original poetry by Fowler, aswell as pasted images and poetry.

2021-025/003(18) | Item - Diary 1944 1 volume
Scope and content:
Item consists of the personal diary of Marian Fowler from childhood.
2021-025/003(19) | Item - Travel diary 1958 1 volume

Scope and content:
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Item consists of atravel diary belonging to Fowler detailing atrip to: London, Rome, Florence, Venice,
Lucerne, Geneva, and Paris.

2021-025/003(20) | Item - Travel diary: Ireland 1978 1 volume

Scope and content:
Item consists of atravel diary for Ireland.
2021-025/003(21) Item - Travel diary: Florence 1979 1 volume

Scope and content:
Item consists of atravel diary for Florence.
2021-025/003(22) | Item - Travel diary: England 1981 1 volume

Scope and content:
Item consists of atravel diary for England.
2021-025/004(01) | File- Travel diary: England 1981 1 folder of textua records

Scope and content:
Item consists of atravel diary for England.

2021-025/004(02) | File- Travel diaries: London, Surrey, 1982-1984, 1989 1 folder of textual records
Portugal

2021-025/004(03) | File- Poems (Surrey and Kilmara) and 1983 1 folder of textua records
Rometravel diary

2021-025/004(04) | File- Travel diaries: Palm Beach and 1989, 1993-1994 1 folder of textua records
Portugal

2021-025/004(05) File- Travel diary: Queen Elizabeth 2 to December 1995 1 folder of textual records
England

2021-025/004(06) | File- Travel diary: Egypt 24 November — 8 1 folder of textual records

December 1998

Scope and content:
File consists of atravel diary of atour to Egypt hosted by the Royal Ontario Museum.

2021-025/004(07) | File- Trave diary: France April 16 —May 6 1 folder of textua records
2001

2021-025/004(08) | File- Trave diary: Italy and Amalfi Coast 9 -—27 May 2004 1 folder of textua records

2021-025/004(09) File- Travel diaries: Cuba 2002, 2004 1 folder of textual records

2021-025/004(10) | File- Miscellaneous personal writing [ca 1938-1941], 1 folder of textual records
1981, 1986

Scope and content:

File consists of miscellaneous childhood writing, including poems written to family members; and other
personal poems and writing by Fowler.

Series S01163: Professional files
Date: 1973-2019 (creation)

Scope and content: File consists of documents related to Fowler’s career as a scholar and professional
author, including publishing correspondence and TV and radio interviews.

Physical description: 12 cm of textual records
9 cassettes
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5 compact disks
1 object

L anguage of the material:

 English

Access points:

e Textua material (documentary form)

Publication status:

Published
File/item list
Reference code Title Dates Physical description
2021-025/005(01) | File- Embroidered tent 1982 1 folder of textua records

Scope and content:

File consists of reviews and interviews with Fowler from her book The Embroidered Tent: Five
gentlewomen in Early Canada

2021-025/005(02) | File- Redney 1983-1984 1 folder of textual records

Scope and content:

File consists of reviews and interviews with Fowler for her book, Redney : A life of Sara Jeanette
Duncan.

2021-025/005(03) | File- Below Peacock Fan 1987 1 folder of textua records

Scope and content:

File consists of reviews and interviews with Fowler for her book, Below the Peacock Fan: First ladies of
Raj.

2021-025/005(04) | File- Blenheim 1987, 1989 1 folder of textual records

Scope and content:

File consists of

2021-025/005(05) | File-In a Gilded Cage 1989, 1999-2000, 1 folder of textua records
2015, 2018-2019

Scope and content:

File consists of papersrelated to Fowler’ s book, In a Gilded Cage: From Heiress to Duchess, including
royalty statements, reviews, and a summary of the book.

2021-025/005(06) | File- Way She L ooks Tonight 1996, 2000 1 folder of textual records

Scope and content:

File consists of articles and reviews, and adraft cover of Fowler’s book. The Way She Looks Tonight:
Five women of Style.

2021-025/005(07) | File- Hope 2002-2006, 1 folder of textua records
2017-2018

Scope and content:

File consists of papers related to Fowler’s book, Hope: Adventures of a Diamond, including royalty
statements, articles and reviews.
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2021-025/005(08)

File- My articles 1986, 1988, 1994, 1 folder of textua records

1996

Scope and content:

File consists of magazine and newspaper articles written by Marian Fowler; includes Saturday night
magazine, The Beaver, Horizon Canada, and the Globe and Mail.

2021-025/005(09)

File- Miscellaneous articles 2012, 2015, 2020 1 folder of textual records

Scope and content:

File consists of miscellaneous articles written by Fowler, aswell as acopy of Fowler’s obituary and an
articlein the Trinity College Alumni Magazine.

2021-025/005(10)

File- City and Country Home—my articles 1991-1992, 1994 1 folder of textua records
Scope and content:

File consists of pages from City and Country Home magazine of articles written by Fowler.

2021-025/005(11)

File - Fashion Quarterly 2003, 2005,
2007-2009

1 folder of textual records

Scope and content:
File consists of pages from Fashion Quarterly magazine of articles written by Fowler.

2021-025/005(12)

File - Poems [ca 1973-2019] 1 folder of textua records

Scope and content:
File consists of drafts of Fowler’s original poems.

2021-025/005(13)

File- Reviewsby M. Fowler 1959-1996 1 folder of textual records

Scope and content:
File consists of reviews written by Fowler.

2021-025/005(14)

1995, 2001, 2003, 1 folder of textua records

2018

File - Miscellaneous agent correspondence

Scope and content:
File consists of correspondence with various agents Fowler had

2021-025/005(15)

File - Simon and Schuster UK 2002, 2004 1 folder of textual records

Scope and content:

File consists of correspondence with an editorial assistant at Simon and Schuster UK and test covers for
Fowler’s book, Hope: Adventures of a Diamond and correspond.

2021-025/005(16) | File- Cvsand Transcripts [197?7—1997] 1 folder of textua records
Scope and content:
File consists of copies of Fowler's CV
2021-025/005(17) | File- Letter/review from Nigel Nicolson 1987 1 folder of textual records
2021-025/005(18) | Item - Dalhousie Review 1977 1 folder of textua records

Scope and content:

Item consists of the Spring 1977 issue of Dalhousie Review with an article written by Fowler, The
Feminist Bias of Pride and Prejudice.

2021-025/005(19)

File - University of Toronto Quarterly 1974 1 folder of textua records

Scope and content:
File consists of copies of the University of Toronto Quarterly with an article written by Fowler.

2021-025/005(20)

File- Ontario History articles 1974, 1977 1 folder of textua records

York University Archives & Special Collections (CTASC)
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Scope and content:
File consists of copies of Ontario History with articles written by Fowler.

2021-025/005(21)

File- English StudiesIn Canada articles 1980, 1984 1 folder of textual records

Scope and content:

File consists of two articles written by Fowler for English Studies in Canada: “ Substance and Shadow” :
Conventions of the marriage market in Northanger Abbey; and areview of a book by Dennis Duffy.

2021-025/007(08)

File- TV Interviews [ca 1982-2002] 5 compact disks

Scope and content:

File consists of copiesof TV interviews with Marian Fowler, often for book promotion. Includes a City

TV interview (The Embroidered Tent, 1982); WTN TV Interview (The Way She Looks Tonight, 1996);
Globa TV Interview (The Way She Looks Tonight, 1996); TVO Interview (Hope, 2002.) Also includes
an e-book disc of Below the Peacock Fan.

2021-025/009(01) | Item - R.D. Littleinterview with Jack [ca 1979] 1 cassette
Passmore
Scope and content:
Item consists of aradio interview with R.D. Little, Fowler’s father.
2021-025/009(02) | Item - Radio interviewsfor The [ca 1982] 1 cassette

Embroidered Tent

Scope and content:

Item consists of a cassette of radio interviews for Fowler’s book, The Embroidered Tent: Five
gentlewomen in Early Canada.

2021-025/009(03) | Item - Interview with Tom Fulton On the [19837] 1 cassette
Arts

2021-025/009(04) | Item - Melodie interview on Morningside [1987] 1 cassette

2021-025/009(05) | Item - Marian Fowler conver sation with 1991 1 cassette
Vickey Gaboureau

2021-025/009(06) Item - Northern District Library talk and October 1993 1 cassette
reading on In a Gilded Cage

2021-025/009(07) | Item - Fresh Air. “The Family.” Jan. 2/94 2 January 1994 1 cassette

2021-025/009(08) | Item - Documentary on CBC One“This 11 January 1998 1 cassette
Morning”

2021-025/009(09) | Item - “Chick Panel” with John Oakley 11 April 2002 1 cassette
CFRB

2021-025/009(10) | Item - Personal library [before 2020] 1 object

Scope and content:

Item consists of asmall plastic box with dlips of paper inside with titles of books, articles, and movies. It
isdivided into sections: Gen. Ref. Fashion, Books Read, Books Not Read, DV Ds, and Articles Not Read.

Series S01164:

Photographs

Date: 1905-2018, predominantly 1931-2018 (creation)
Scope and content: Series consists of a collection of photographs belonging to Fowler, the majority

including personal photographs of herself, friends, and family documenting everyday life, holidays, and
travel opportunities. Also includes some professiona head shots used for author portraits.
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Physical description: 339 photographs

1 painting

Language of the materia:

e English

ACCess points:
»  Graphic material (documentary form)

Publication status:

Published
File/item list
Reference code Title Dates Physical description
2021-025/006(01) | File- Photographsof Tim Fowler [between 1958 and 22 photographs: b&w & col.;
2018] 10.2 x 15.2 cm or smaller

Scope and content:

File consists of photographs of Fowler’s son, Tim Fowler; includes baby and childhood photos with
Fowler and family members.

2021-025/006(02)

File - Photographs of family and friends [ca. 1947-2007] 58 photographs: b&w & col., ;
25.5x20.7 cm or smaller

Scope and content:

File consists of photographs of Fowler’s friends, including some photographs of family members.
Includes friends such as W. Byron Bellows, Sydney Checkland, and Gerard Gauci.

2021-025/006(03)

File - Photographs of family and friends 1983-1984, 1987, 15 photographs : b&w & col., ;

1989, 2004 12.5x17.5 cm or smaller
2021-025/006(04) | File- Photographs and correspondence [ca. 1983] 11 photographs : b&w & coal., ;
from William Spowers 16.7 x 21.6 cm or smaller
2021-025/006(05) | File- Miscellaneous photogr aphs of [ca. 194- - 2007] 55 photographs : b&w & cal. ;
Marian Fowler
2021-025/006(06) | File- Family photos [ca 1905 — 1998] 1 folder of textual material66

photographs : b&w & cal. ; 23 x
30 cm or smaller

Scope and content:

File consists of miscellaneous photographs of Fowler and her family members, including her parents,
her children, and her former husband. Includes photographs of her mother as a young child, and ayoung
woman, and her father’ s 90th birthday.

2021-025/006(07)

File- Photos of Kilmara (Marian’scountry  [197?—1997] 54 photographs: b&w & cal. ;
house) 12.3x17.2cm

Scope and content:
File consists of photographs of the house and grounds of “Kilmara”’ Fowler’s country house.

2021-025/006(08)

File- Marian Fowler photographed by December 1999 8 photographs : b&w & col. ; 20 x
D’Arcy Glionna 25 cm or smaller

Scope and content:

York University Archives & Special Collections (CTASC) Page 13



FO761 Marian Fowler fonds

File consists of portrait photographs of Marian Fowler taken by Toronto photographer D’ Arcy Glionna;
likely for abook publication.

2021-025/006(09) | File - Photos of Marian Fowler 1982, 1989, 1990, 8 photographs : b&w & cal. ; 20 x
1996 25 cm or smaller

Scope and content:
File consists of miscellaneous professional photographs of Marian Fowler.

2021-025/006(10) File - Photos of Marian Fowler 1986, 1996 7 photographs : b&w & coal., ; 20
X 25 cm or smaller

Scope and content:
File consists of miscellaneous professional photographs of Marian Fowler.

2021-025/006(11) | File- Photographsby Marie-Noelle [1987] 8 photographs : b&w & coal. ; 20 x
Chatelain 25 cm or smaller

Scope and content:
File consists of miscellaneous professional photographs of Marian Fowler.

2021-025/007(01) | File- Wedding photos 1953 19 photographs : b&w ; 9.5 x 12.2
cm

Scope and content:
File consists of photographs of Marian Fowler’s wedding to Rodney Fowler.

2021-025/007(02) | Item - Photograph of [Geor ge Rowland [1907] 1 photograph : b&w ; 17.3x 25.1
Maconachie?] cm
2021-025/007(03) | Item - Photo album [ca 1953-1978] 1 volumePhotographs : b&w ;

Scope and content:

Item consists of a photo album of family photographs of the Fowler family, particularly when Fowler’s
children were young.

2021-025/008(01) | Item - Framed graduation portrait [19517] 1 photograph : b&w

Scope and content:
Item consists of aframed portrait of Marian Fowler, likely a graduation or convocation portrait.
2021-025/008(02) | Item - Framed portrait [ca. 1931] 1 painting : col ;

Scope and content:
Item consists of aframed painting of a photographic portrait of Marian Fowler at the age of 22 months.

2021-025/008(03) | Item - Framed portrait of Marian Fowler August 1931 1 photograph : b&w
aged 22 months

Scope and content:
Item consists of aframed portrait of Marian Fowler at 22 months old.
2021-025/008(04) | File- Family photographs [196-] - [197-] 5 photographs : b&w

Scope and content:
File consists of photographs of Marian Fowler with her children, Timothy and Caroline.
2021-025/008(05) | Item - Portrait of Rodney Fowler [195-] 1 photograph : b&w

Scope and content:

Item consists of an portrait of Rodney Fowler, Marian Fowler’s ex-husband.

Series S01165: Family records
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Date: 1916-2016, predominantly 1956-1992 (creation)

Scope and content: File consists of records relating to Fowler’s immediate family, including the family
tree of her maternal family line; poetry written by her father; and correspondence from her children.

Physical description: 4.6 cm of textual records
3 photographs

Language of the material:

e English

ACCess points:

*  Textua material (documentary form)

Publication status:

Published
File/item list
Reference code Title Dates Physical description
2021-025/005(22) | File- Moconachie history [ca 1978] 1 folder of textual records
Scope and content:
File consists of geneaological research for Fowler’s maternal family line.
2021-025/007(04) | File- Father’spoetry 1916, 1956, 1966, 1 folder of textua records3
1975, 1981 photographs : b&w ; 12.4 x 7.7
cm or smaller
Scope and content:
File consists of poetry written by Fowler’ s father, Robert D. Little.
2021-025/007(05) | File- Lettersfrom children 1965, 1968-1969, 1 folder of textual records
1971
Scope and content:
File consists of letters written by Fowler’s children during their childhood.
2021-025/007(06) File- Lettersfrom Tim Fowler 1979-1980, 1 folder of textual records
1983-1985, 1988,
1992
Scope and content:
File consists of |etters written by Tim Fowler, Fowler’s son.
2021-025/007(07) | File- Marian Fowler — passports 1982-2016 1 folder of textual records
Scope and content:
File consists of Marian Fowler’ s passports.
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